
A special message from Father Tom: 

Dear St. Mary Parishioners and Friends, 

I understand how stressful every new announcement regarding closings, 
work from home scenarios and social distancing these past days have 
been, and I want you to know that I am thinking and praying for of all of 
you. 

The very fabric of our society is being tested and it is our all our jobs as 
people of faith to keep the seams strong. 

The Cardinal has called us to ring Church bells and to pray five times a 
day, beginning today starting at 9 AM and every three hours until 9 
PM.  We are to pray for the sick, for the healthcare workers, for the first 
responders, for our leaders and for all those who have died each 
day.  While we cannot physically be with one another in Church, remember 
that together in Spirit, WE ARE CHURCH! 

I urge you to call on the Holy Spirit for strength and perseverance during 
this time.  Remember that God is ALWAYS with us; He will NOT abandon 
us! 

And remember we are the people of St. Mary!  The Blessed Mother is our 
patroness, not only here at our parish, but of our entire nation.  Her 
intercession is powerful, and she will not forsake her children in their hour 
of need. 

Find your rosaries and pray together as a family.  If you are not sure how, 
just Google it!  I guarantee every one of you that the time spent during this 
powerful form of prayer will be more fruitful than any episode of any season 
of any show on Netflix, Hulu or HBO! 

Please know that I am available to talk with you, as are members of our 
Staff.  We can be reached through the Parish Office phone number 708-
447-1020.  If we do not answer, please leave a message and someone 
WILL return your call. 

I want to especially thank all of you who have reached out to me to check 
on how I am doing.  I have been deeply touched by your thoughts and 
prayers. 



I also want to thank all of you who have contributed to the Church offertory 
via online donation or by dropping off or mailing in your gifts.  As an 
institution that relies solely on free will offerings, I am deeply humbled by 
the continued generosity and support that the people of St. Mary show for 
this faith community. 

Peace be with you.  I know in my heart that all of you are responding “and 
with your spirit”.  How wonderful will be the day when we get to say this to 
each other in person! 

May the peace and love of Jesus Christ be with you and your family during 
these coming days.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Fr. Tom 

 


